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Wedding of Golda Salomon and Aharon Shatzkes, 1904. Golda was the
daughter of Yoel Moshe Salomons eldest son, Yochanan David.

The groom wears a black hat, and the bride is on his left; in the row below are
Yochanan David, Fruma and her husband Yoel Moshe Salomon
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Ploughing the fields of Petach Tikva in its first years
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Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Zalman Zoref's signature
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"By the sweat of your brow shall
you eat bread”
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Spicebox attributed to Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Zoref,
Second half of the nineteenth century
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Silver goblet attributed to Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Zoref,
Second half of the nineteenth century
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Metalworking Tools

Early twentieth century, from right to left:
Copper scales and weights for weighing gold, ,
Kerosene lamp and soldering iron, Hand drill
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Agriculture
Pruning hooks, early twentieth century
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Metalworking tools, early twentieth century:

Wooden measuring rods for rings and a set of measuring rings

The metalworker would thread the ring, assign a size to it according to
the scale, and then produce a new ring
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Copper etching from Yoel Moshe
Salomon's printing press: A "Shiviti” plaque
for the synagogue

The etching depicts lions, a deer, a tiger,
and an eagle, along with the Crown of
Torah, the Crown of Priesthood, and a
seven branched Menora.
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Rabbi Yoel Moshe Salomon'’s profile
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Printing plates from the Salomon Press; in the background are receipts
from the press’ account books
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Etching of "Eitz Hayyim” Yeshiva
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Etchings from Yoel Moshe Salomon's printing press, early twentieth century
Etching of the Old City of Jerusalem, showing the "Hurva" and "Tiferet Yisrael" Synagogues
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Etching of the "Hurva” Synagogue, early twentieth century
From Yoel Moshe Salomon’s printing press
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Fonts from Yoel Moshe Salomon'’s printing press, early
twentieth century
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Typesetting table
From Yoel Moshe Salomon’s printing press, early twentieth century
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The original press imported from Paris by Yoel Moshe Salomoh,
Michel Hacohen, and Yechiel Brill in 1862
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----- g Bk g

Az esnm A A B13Y R e

1'N170 D12 T1 DATINY “13T 210" NT'DN 77N

The frontispiece of the book "Rav Dagan”, printed by
the Salomon Press
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From the Salomon Press

Cardboard charity collection box on behalf of the Knesset
Yisrael General Committee

In memory of Rabbi Meir Ba'al HaNes

33

7 IRENOND M D v sen d

v e mes .'.':_' ;
4

ﬁvﬁé |

g odd !
T MO
w BT P""F

-
"
=
o
=
%
o
=
"
E
E
B
-
[
o
[
-
o
=

LEELL LTG GO UULH 8¢ UL wig.g

I '
mmnan EbATETT

R

L= ﬂm i
mittes
Pharty of RU8) wuteh gy

Messeth-srs|

RUKESS

OBD a0 1337 XA JrhR vne

agL

LICEL NLOWL

& Bh g TANY

—— —— e —

WMpTEA - I M ane

by ipmma nn 3 prnna | ._ L] :
LB W A 3aara eheh n 1 ﬁ 1 TI3ER MY oo T ano 2

wa oy rage o sENs - D T T lumnm
e b3 e 120N HEa

xipah mn P“}'?] wTH: D‘DZ?BI'I""NT‘IRV]T"F-T bt onnz sk e

JBIED R AEER b anaa
O BOR— w

EATMNIED 923 Y2 1A 2253 chET AT MARNY 2T DTEn 2 T
3NN PTM TRIT ARV AMOA 25T N2 3T SISAN ARy
el i b AT n‘;pﬁ‘: i) oyl it I-t'j o T e i o e e [ L 1ty "DT7YNT AT 7Y YR 17

ArR oo "l""j |N - 5N ) n o 3 Bl wn 3& R iy g First copy of "Yehuda and Yerushalayim”

:_:‘55‘1:!‘}1 a7 o N3 s ' e
Ny nijg:q nﬁw "t"‘"‘ T'j-“-hﬂ 1 ‘_: _532'1'1" '

{r=maB) o e

TRgETERR

FTNY W AR ey DY TR e e i g e

D Ms ORTET TRl Ml je CIR ; b i 1 I o L st
IREEnN DR TR DAIOREY, RNk DR
el iy M- e ey =iy ey Wbt el g B e g B L
p*f DM RN jE nR BRSRY . DTN | g2 B0 P5n ISR TR AT U1 AnR
RO MRy BTN S SR iR MERnE | omn CRN jrenh EUp W MY TR Gmss
RE D wepy R0 Dawgn p [N PR H2 T TN AT MR ohmin
TR nEN) Ty o e L wipm ey | ehie Snzas ienn eown ::* by e s
— 2 TR YR 2snwtenmsn L2 poby owa | Sps M MR OY ESY o O Dol
e S5 L 3Rmn B 3w eph | o m o2l o KD o8 aeh o 10hn a1
AR BTN NS T AT R Aeanm | a2 TR 922 an“'p sy TR i
e = | ‘H:'- T S A I B s By e W~ R
. —UTRER AR bR nanR s it 4 s o Rmh ..“m ‘IE":IJ PRl NS Bin
8y ] Py i e 1 e i o T e S b (g 3 i <Pl s
£ T OnSEmD TRy i nanie prssen | oets - mws cam s ambon oo vop
o AR nirSoa Lowhynt domp oen onet | Arews oou bmn o nem A o BT
bt R L R R yamn mone S omm | mom—hi s amn o e Mphm
TR ..n‘?._,... A3 TS oD YT pant uh o ‘?:N: SRS SaR PIRSE o AR T
b= owm phosy il BipEa pEnn TR 0] prnm on At 0 mas S Ymee T on
T b ovavn nom o9 R o3 R o] hovw ona e s wwh nem Aned
Rt SRS oTEn np N w‘.'an = opey — =

32



=i S
R T L
¥

4 it o
P e W P e s 47 T R

ey ¥ AR R

oy e T APV THT TR O
g W T T T

| I e e

. A
sy FLT W TR R
bt ¢ iyl

T1 MWV TN7N7 MDD
11M170 D1971 DATIN
"DVNi YV I TN71 707710 172" DY71N0 7117 DTN w0 (110

Fabric Challa (Sabbath Bread) Cover
Printed by the Salomon Press
Presented to donors of "Bikkur Cholim” Hospital and of "Eitz Hayyim” Yeshiva

PR Be

P s aeT PO Y e ]

i P Rl Bt B |

Sy e [ Y AT
ARRrroREEr AT W
bt T Ol M, S

e bitaaa b il Glal
.

Jvm ey i S |
T RS TR # o

1P e s e T

Ll e e

4 I E A ey e TR

e
sy an P A

e Ep mepemTL

34



7170 1Un7
Communal Service

":*//g Can pos Sriress

i ik g K IR

s e A

k]
E Conenl Do ey 1'||-.;i-uh-' fe o

1/ Savr e el o ?'éﬂf-ﬂ-'{.;}/rrrﬁ{t_.rx s
?ﬂmﬁ#”ﬂ”ﬁ r('?r"'e‘i‘j? Fricrd ey

- .r' v ¥ - ..-_.-_.-;‘.'.I:r? fﬁl

F

-

-

en celle Wille of HWost de Livos
AT T e Pt
/'F}«'rflf{. " n/-"'.g;-/é’m et el

(e P e

| - L AR
= -+ e I ..-.-FI , - — = # i 3
e P =il i - e
e | : Ty
e g o s -
|- > | e e s .
ﬁt'g:g-’-“—-—-i-?-—- 4 AR
. Sl ) ey e cte ol e £y br -
o R A 4 s {”’”-—-‘{‘r/”ﬁ'»ﬁ'-. o
. I .-*\':'_V_ﬂf:" gfrm!rz LA e 'I.njf..kdr.- v A e i
" = s oy e — Be g e o e d p
- J"._"' = . e P R, o tiain ]
ST Ty _‘.‘.'-:‘A'Ja ) Aot
P = “T—J % .rfii-ﬂfﬂ-éi‘vﬂr:" £ ¢ J/ }jﬂ/ﬁ#/_ - IPE 7
b e T ] r:,‘.l.;_"'I 1 gy F= e
;.xé‘ o |_:'If ¥ ¥ . . - F
e K ; " - -
§ ""-.i._'f . %___ 5 - "{ T _I%,_ ' A
- | =i # e
€ R ., O -+ ) = o P o 4
| "
E P ok e - I
foanl GEROVELE L7 e o i T
"WM7Y 1110710 VD7 "}_._h ; ; ”-:’I. o s T
P s Lol « AL
1'TNIYDN 7Y TINY77 171'1,197171 712041 TIANINGAN Fig 4 Y > h ]
. o 1 Peplocuiomn pep 57 Leasiid i
701171 112717 .1850-1832 01w T"UXRIi1 7W 1'M1MINY7Y1 1 4 L K - N L
) o !
JININ 120 12 TNT71 1770°K 101171 1832 miwa. | 1
I o
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Letter that Zoref sent to the Trieste
Jewish Community when he visited
the city in 1829 as Ashkenazi and
Sephardi emissary
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Below: Zoref’s handwritten receipt

to the Ashkenazi Synagogue in
Hamburg, Germany, Autumn (13
Mar-Heshvan) 1832
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Opposite: Document authorizing
Zoref as emissary of both the
Ashkenazi and the Sephardi
communities, 1822
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Copy of the Fernan (official Turkish permit)
issued by Sultan Abd al-Majid | in 1855,
authorizing construction of the Hurva
Synagogue. In the margin, On the side, is
the authorization of the British Consulate in
Jerusalem, who was a partner in attempts to
acquire the Fernan.
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Plea from the directorion of the Hurva
Synagogue to Sir Moses Montefiore and his wife
for aid in acquiring the Firman. Mordechai Zoref

l was one of the signees on the document, ca. 1849
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The Ketuba (wedding certificate) of Esther, daughter of Yoel Moshe
Salomon, and Reuven (Gottfried) Yedidya, dated Friday, 13 Tamuz
(summer) 1889, in Yahud. A depiction of the Hurva Synagogue is in
the center of the Ketuba, a place formerly reserved for the Western
Wall and other traditional Holy Sites.
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A model of the Hurva Synagogue, constructed by Meir Rosin, 1912
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Receipt issued by Bikkur Cholim Hospital and
printed by Salomon Press in the 1920's
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New Year's greeting "reminding"
supporters of Bikkur Cholim Hospital to
send in their donations. The greeting

is signed by the hospital directors: Yoel
Moshe Salomon, Feital Berman, and
Asher Eliezer Levi.

Below is Rabbi Salant's blessing and
request for donations to the hospital in
the 1890's
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Postcard of Petach Tikva Moshava, Monsohn Press, 1890's F
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From a series on the new neighborhoods
published by Monsohn Printers in the 1890’s
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Postcard depicting harvest in Petach Tikva - Note the homes in the Postcard of Herzl Square in Petach Tikva
background. Published by Y. M. S. Halevi, early 20th century

Published by Y. M. S. Halevi, early 20th century
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Mordechai (Zoref) Salomon was also an industrial pioneer
in Jerusalem. In his letters to Montefiore, he expressed the
hope that Montefiore would aid in establishing a weaving
factory. In 1845 he went to England to learn the trade. In his
letters to his father, Mordechai discussed the importance
of establishing small industry in Jerusalem so that Jews
would finally be able to become financially independent.

Salomon Printing Press

Yoel Moshe Salomon and Michel HaCohen returned to
Eretz Israel in 1862, after having studied lithography in
Konigsberg. While they were studying, they managed
to publish a pamphlet called “Stone Altar,” dealing with
lithography. They opened a printing press in Jerusalem,
importing the press from Paris and stone letters from
Vienna.

Their first project was printing the “Shoshanta”, considered
to be the first lithograph produced in Eretz Israel. This was
a colored lithograph of the Holy Places in Eretz Israel that
could be folded up to the shape of a lily. In Prof. Shalom
Zabar's opinion, this was a very special and popular
souvenir for both local and foreign tourists. It demanded
highly sophisticated printing techniques, but the result
was very attractive. Apparently these magnificent
“Shoshantot” with a depiction of the “Hurva” in the center,
were intended for export to potential donors.

In addition, the Salomon printing press printed calendars,
books, pamphlets, and the like. It's crowning glory was the
“HalLevanon” newspaper, first printed on Rosh Chodesh
Adar (winter) 1863. This was the first “made in Jerusalem”
Hebrew newspaper. Salomon, followed this up by editing
and printing “Yehuda and Yerushalayim” on 2 Adar 1877.
The latter only survived for about a year and a half.
Salomon exploited these newspapers to express his

opinions abut settlement activities in Eretz Israel and the
importance of physical work. In the last issue of “Yehuda
and Yerushalayim” — on 26 Adar |, 1878, editor Salomon
had this to say: “l am leaving the post of editor of “Yehuda
and Yerushalayim”. The land that | plow will be a thousand
times sweeter to me than thousands of words and many
speeches.”

Community Work:

Emissaries

Many sources described Rabbi Shlomo Zalman and
his sons as energetic and talented people, experts in
public relations and in negotiating. Because of this, they
were often sent abroad as community emissaries and
fundraisers.

Bikkur Cholim Hospital

As a result of the poor sanitation and difficult living
conditions in nineteenth century Jerusalem, illness was
rampant and there was great need for another Jewish
hospital in the Old City. In 1857, Bikkur Cholim Hospital
was established in three small rooms with 12 beds. Yoel
Moshe Salomon devoted all his energy to developing the
hospital and later planned its successful transfer to a new
building in the New City.

In Conclusion:

One hundred and thirty six years after Rabbi Zoref
made aliya, the State of Israel was founded. He and his
descendants were among those who lit the way to making
the Gra’s dream of “the Beginning of the Redemption” into
an actuality through construction of the “Hurva”, building
Jerusalem and Eretz Israel, and laying the foundations for
a productive Jewish life.
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Sent to donors of the Eitz Hayyim Yeshiva, printed by Salomon Press

and economic. Its most significant achievement was
construction of the Hurva Synagogue.

Zoref, however, did not live to see the Hurva rebuilt. He
was the first victim of Arab terror, murdered on Ellul 19
(Autumn) 1851. He was buried on the Mount of Olives,
near the Tomb of Zachariah. On his gravestone were the
words:

“This is the grave of Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Zalman ,
who rescued the inheritance of the Ashkenazim from the
Ishmaelim, and made the effort to rebuild it, in particular
the Menachem Zion Synagogue. May his memory protect
us...”

Rivlin eulogized him: “Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Zalman
Zoref ... is the one who rescued and redeemed from the
gentiles the heart of the Jewish community, the Hurva of
Rabbi Yehudah HeChasid,. He built the first synagogue
(Menachem Zion), and (prepared the way for building) the
great synagogue Beit Ya'akov. His name was admired and
consecrated by all those Jerusalemites who knew him.”
The firman they had long desired was not procured from
Sultan Abd al-Majid | until 1855. It was then decided to
build a tall majestic synagogue that would symbolize
the beginning of the Return to Zion and the building of
Jerusalem for Jews and non-Jews worldwide.

Rabbi Mordechai Zoref, Shlomo Zalman’s son, was sent to
Western Europe to fundraise. His infectious enthusiasm
and effective use of local Jewish newspapers helped
raise the necessary funds. After a long struggle and much
frustration, along with support and donations from all
over the Jewish World, the great synagogue in the Hurva
Courtyard was dedicated on Ellul 24 (Fall), 1864. This
dedication symbolized the realization of the vision of the
Gra’s disciples — inaugurating the Period of Redemption by
building Jerusalem.

Yoel Moshe Salomon —-Grandson who Followed in Rabbi
Shlomo Zalman'’s Footsteps

Yoel Moshe followed in his grandfather’s footsteps, both
in his achievements and his messianic ideology regarding
the significance of building Jerusalem and settling Eretz
Israel.

Nachlat Shiv'a
The terrible cholera epidemic of 1866, the overcrowding,
and high rental rates of living quarters had a very negative

effect on the Jewish population of Jerusalem. In the second
half of the 1860's, Yoel Moshe Salomon, Yosef Rivlin, and
five other friends established an organization to purchase
the land which was to become Nachlat Shiv'a. In the wake
of their success, the neighborhood of Meah Shearim was
founded in 1874. Here too, Yoel Moshe Salomon was one
of the founding members.

Mishkenot Israel

In 1875, the neighborhood of Mishkenot Israel was
founded, and here too, Yoel Moshe Salomon was one
of the founding members. According to Prof. Yehoshua
Ben-Arieh, the success of these new neighborhoods
attracted many others to build outside of the Old City's
Walls. Founders and settlers alike were infused with
messianic enthusiasm, viewing the establishment of new
neighborhoods in Jerusalem as one of the stages in the
redemption.

Building Eretz Israel

Petach Tikva:

“Every activity which benefits the Jewish Community leads
to another one - even bigger and better. Establishing
new neighborhoods in Jerusalem has led to founding the
first Moshava.” This is the quote ascribed to Yoel Moshe
Salomon by his son Tuvia in 1880.

On the first day of Av (summer) 1878, after much toil
and many failed attempts, Yoel Moshe Salomon and his
colleagues succeeding in purchasing the land of the
village Melabes. Neither heat nor malaria discouraged
these first pioneers, who called their village “Petach Tikva”
(the Beginning of Hope). Despite the dangers and the
difficulties of their first year, the settlers proudly brought
three camels laden with

their first fruits in a victory procession to Meah Shearim.

Yahud and Kfar Saba

The initial success of Petach Tikva did not repeat itself in
the following years. Malaria caused many fatalities, and
finally the settlement was abandoned. Despite this failure,
as soon as Yoel Moshe Salomon had recovered from his
malaria, he began to act to establish the village of Yehudia
(now known as Savion) nearby. They first dug a well and
then built houses. From Salomon'’s will, we learn that he
had also acquired land in what was to become Kfar Saba,
but it is not clear if had made plans for settling the area.
He passed away on 12 Heshvan (autumn) 1912, from
streptococcus complications.

‘By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread.”

In contrast to the “Haluka” ideology, in which all men are
commanded to spend their entire day in Torah study, the
students of the Gra understood that if they wanted to
hasten the redemption they would have to establish an
economic infrastructure for the ingathering of the exiles.
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman and his descendants, each in his
own way, fulfilled the command of “earning their bread by
the sweat of their brows.”

Metal working:

Zoref learned metal working on his eventful voyage from
Kaidan to Eretz Israel, in order to be self supporting in the
Holy Land.

Agriculture

Mordechai (Zoref) Salomon understood the importance of
Jewish agriculture as a factor in the return of the Nation
of Israel to its land. He went into partnership with an Arab
resident of Al-Mansura Village (near Eqron) to learn — and
then teach - agriculture. In a letter to Montefiore on 4
Tamuz (summer) 1839, he wrote in great detail about his
plan to establish an agricultural settlement.

Weaving:
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Inspiration and Implementation: The Story of the Solomon (Zoref) Family

Curator | Ora Pikel Tzabari

Abstract
The Disciples of the Vilna Gaon in Eretz Israel: The
Beginning of the Redemption

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Jewish
world experienced a messianic awakening; Jews began to
pour into Eretz Israel, in the belief that the Messiah would
arrive in the year 1840. Between 1808 and 1813, 511
students of the Vilna Gaon and their families left Lithuania
for Eretz Israel. These pious and idealistic families were
considered the elite of Lithuanian Jewry.

According to Morgenstern, the students of the Vilna Gaon
were also unique in that they did not intend to passively
wait for the Messiah, but rather to take action to hasten
his arrival. They immigrated to Israel in order to create the
necessary human infrastructure, to hasten the ingathering
of the exiles, and thus to bring redemption to the Nation
of Israel.

The Vilna Gaon (Rabbi Elijah of Vilna, known as the Gra:
1720 - 1797), one of the most prominent and charismatic
religious leaders of his time, created a new conception of
redemption: a gradual redemption whose stages included
immigration to Eretz Israel, making the wilderness bloom,
and building Jerusalem.

On Hoshana Rabba (Autumn)1811, after many long
months of travel, Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Zalman Zoref,
a disciple of the Gra, his wife Chasia and their three sons,
Mordechai, Yitzchak and Moshe, arrived in Akko.

Rabbi Zoref and his sons after him, worked tirelessly to
achieve the goals set by the disciples of the Gra. In this
paper, | shall attempt to describe their inspiration and
its implementation — their dreams for the rebirth of the
Nation of Israel in its own land, and the ways in which they
sought to make these dreams a reality.

Building Jerusalem:

When the disciples of the Gra arrived in 1808, their dream
was to settle Jerusalem, but they were soon disappointed.
To their great dismay they discovered that the heavy debts
still hanging over the Ashkenazi community since the days
of Rabbi Yehuda HeChasid (1700) were preventing their
settling in Jerusalem.

Building the Hurva:

At first, Zoref and the disciples of the Gra settled in Safed.
But in 1813 a plague broke out, causing many casualties.
To the community’s leaders, this seemed to be a heavenly
punishment for preferring Safed over Jerusalem. About
ten of the Gra’s students and their families, including
Zoref, secretly moved from Safed to Jerusalem, adopting
Sephardic dress in order not to be noticed by the Arabs to
whom the Ashkenazi community still owed money.

The group considered the physical building of Jerusalem
to be the first stage in the process of redemption. Building
the Hurva Complex anew had a mystical significance in
that it made up for the failure of Rabbi Yehuda HeChasid
and his followers to gain a permanent physical foothold
in Jerusalem. Thus, they viewed reclaiming and rebuilding
the Hurva Complex as the first stage in “Building
Jerusalem.” The construction of the courtyard and the
synagogue symbolized the renewal of the Ashkenazi
Jewish Community in Jerusalem and the building of
Jerusalem.

For decades (1816 - 1864), the Gra's followers stubbornly
sought control of the Hurva Courtyard Complex and
construction of a beit midrash (Torah study institution),
homes, and a mikva there. This struggle, headed by
Zoref, was at once ideological, political, religious, cultural,
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